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New Exceptional Student Group Helping the Center
Guided by Dr. Joshua Prtichard

Our Exceptional Student Group is continuing to help the Center, bringing new ideas and energetic support to a 
variety of projects.  Welcome them and their new leader, Dr. Joshua K. Pritchard*!

New Students: Sean Field*, Amy Henley*, Katie Kavanaugh*, Brandon Onstott-Martinez, Thom Ratkos*, 
Josephine Southwick*, and Sorah Stein

Returning Students: Apral Foreman, Ken Killingsworth, Amanda Laprime, Erin Paulsen, Alexandra Protopopova, 
Mary Sawyer and and Daryl Stewart

*Bios featured below. (Returning student bios may be found at:  http://www.behavior.org/resource.php?id=765)

The Leader:  Dr. Joshua K. Pritchard earned his doctorate in psychology 
from the University of Nevada-Reno. He is a BCBA-D and currently a full-
time assistant professor at the Florida Institute of Technology and program 
manager of the hybrid MA program.  He serves as the president of ASAT 
and on several boards of editors of scientific behavioral journals.  He has 
provided behavioral services, assessments, and consultation to school 
settings, residential settings, in-home, and in-center for over a decade. He also 
has experience consulting with a variety of agencies across the country and 
internationally using his experience in Applied Behavior 
Analysis and Organizational Behavior Management. Josh 
explored ethics when in Reno during an OBM project at 
The Bunny Ranch and has since presented and written on 
the topic, offering a scheme for ethical guidelines within 
OBM that incorporates the complexities and dynamics 

that are added when consulting with systems and organizations.  In addition, he has recently 
begun exploring the idea of a functional approach to ethics and how that would play out in a 
science of behavior and its derivative practices.

Sean Field, M.S., BCBA, TLLP is working towards his PhD in Behavior Analysis from 
Western Michigan University. He earned his bachelor’s degree in psychology from Colgate 
University in 2007 and his Master’s degree in Applied Behavior Analysis from Sage 
Graduate School in 2010. Sean’s primary research interests include developing effective 
training methods for individuals working with persons with special needs and assessment 
and treatment of severe problem behavior. In addition Sean is interested in the area of 
ethics related treatment and dissemination of behavior analytic treatments. Recent work 
has included an assessment of alternative forms of feedback for individual implementing 
behavioral protocols, training in functional communication training related to escape 
maintained behavior, and treatment of inappropriate sexual behaviors for adolescents and 

adults. Sean is also currently pursuing his licensure in psychology. His work is primarily related to providing 
therapy for adolescents involved with the juvenile court systems but also adults diagnosed with schizophrenia 
focused on reintegration into the community. Eventual goals for Sean include work in the area of dissemination 
and ethical treatment for individuals in need of support and in training and education for future practitioners 
in behavior analysis. In addition, Sean hopes to continue assisting agencies in providing effective and ethical 
treatment for their clients. (See “Where We Are” from our homepage to view Sean’s latest addition to CCBS.)
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Josephine Southwick, BA, recently returned to the U.S. from living in Kuwait, where she 
taught Vocational Education and Autism specific classrooms for several years. Josephine 
earned her undergraduate degree in Psychology at Mills College in Oakland, CA. She is 
currently working towards her Masters in Applied Behavior Analysis and Severe Special 
Needs at Endicott College. Josephine’s research interests are centered on field specific 
conceptual and ethical issues, human development and Gerontology.

Amy Henley, M.A., is currently working towards a PhD in behavioral science from the 
University of Kansas. She earned her bachelor’s degree in Psychology from the University of 
California San Diego and recently completed her master’s thesis on the Feedback Sandwich, 
a highly promoted method for delivering feedback in organizations. Amy currently serves as 
the Assistant Program Coordinator for the Edna A. Hill Child Development Center as well 
as a dog trainer for a local organization. Her general research interests include organizational 
behavior management and behavioral economics. Currently, Amy’s research focuses on 
the application of behavioral economic methodology to evaluate the influence of choice 
and decision making on employee performance. Amy has published her research in peer-
reviewed journals, presented her work at regional and national conferences, and served as a guest reviewer for 
Behavior Analysis in Practice, The Psychological Record, and the Journal of Behavioral Education. Amy is 
passionate about teaching and mentoring undergraduate students and enjoys serving on her departments graduate 
student organization. 

Thom Ratkos is a Doctoral student in Dr. Jessica E. Frieder’s Learning About Behavior lab at 
Western Michigan University. At Western, Thom has been busy teaching classes and rat labs 
as well as working with children and adults with problem behavior in a variety of settings. 
Thom’s current interests include covert behavior, verbal behavior, education, dissemination of 
behavior analysis, and the teaching of advanced verbal repertoires such as reading and writing.

Katie Kavanaugh is a PhD student at Florida Institute of Technology in their Behavior 
Analysis program studying under Dr. Joshua Pritchard. Katie is the Lab Manager of the FIT 
Aquatic Operant Lab and is currently working with C. auratus, more commonly known as 
Goldfish. Her other interests include Relational Frame Theory, reading, and international 
dissemination of behavior analysis. She is currently working on a perspective taking study 
with preschoolers, a reading study as well as consulting with a center in South Africa and 
supervising cases in London and Kuwait. In her free time she is trying to learn computer 
programming and enjoys reading, both scientific literature as well as classic literature. 


