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From the Executive Director - The Current Repertoire, Winter 2014

Dear Friends and Supporters of the Center,

Thanks to the excellent efforts of our board, our trustees, and advisors 2014 is shaping up to be another exciting year for our center.  On 
April 25th we will host our 7th Annual West Coast Conference on Autism and Related Disorders.  This year’s event returns to the 
beautiful central coast of California.  Those of you buried under winter weather, might consider a visit to a part of the country where our 
average temperature for the month of February has been around 70 degrees. This years speakers include Bill Heward, Peter Gerhardt 
and Lorri Unumb, the parent who wrote this country’s first law getting ABA coverage for Autism.  Our colleagues at Cal State Fresno 
are leading an incredible panel on diversity and I will give a talk on understanding chaos and managing stress. If you are unable to attend 
please help us get the word out to others.  Registration information and links are available on www.behavior.org  

Our newly formed group of graduate students has been busy helping us in various ways.  A brief report of these activities can be found 
in this edition of The Current Repertoire.  Many of you had the opportunity to meet some student representatives at this year’s 
annual meeting in Atlanta.  Thanks to generous donations from board members Andy Bondy, Aubrey Daniels, Julie Smith and Team 
Holdsambeck, students were able to attend without charge.  I know they profited greatly from the experience of networking with our 
group.  In addition they were a big help with taking notes and preparing the minutes.  Among other agenda items at our May meeting 
in Chicago will be a discussion of this program.  If you would like to nominate a student for next year’s cohort please send your 
suggestions to Hank Pennypacker or to me.  We hope to keep the group relatively small but always appreciate the opportunity to work 
with talented incoming scientists, students, and practitioners.  If you have not yet met our students or would like to reconnect, please 
consider attending our reunion at ABAI in Chicago.  We should all give a special thanks to Janet Twyman and Bill Heward for getting 
this tradition underway.  

On August 8th we will once again be teaming with The Institute for Behavioral Studies, Endicott College to present a conference on 
Ethics.  Last years event featured Aubrey Daniels, Hank Pennypacker, Andy Bondy, Mary Jane Weiss and a special panel led by newly 
elected board member Thomas Zane.  Andy is returning this year along with Janet Twyman, Michael Dorsey and me.  Last year’s event 
was filmed by Endicott College and is being developed for continuing education by our CE committee led by Leasha Barry, Judah Axe, 
and Karen Wagner.  Leasha’s team at the University of West Florida is providing all of the logistical support for this transformation effort 
free-of-charge to the Center. (The UWF team will also develop your audio/video presentation into a CE course for the Center.)  
Special thanks are in order for their fine efforts.

On October 7th of this year the 20th Behavioral Safety Now Conference will be held in Buffalo, NY.  I had the pleasure of attending 
last year’s event in Reno and it was incredible.  Terry McSween and his team have devoted countless hours to organizing and executing 
this annual event.  It is clear that many of the principles of our science are making a meaningful impact on workplace safety due to the 
efforts of our trustees Terry, Aubrey Daniels, Scott Geller, Tim Ludwig and Mark Alavosius, to name a few. If you have not kept up 
with the exciting things happening in the field of behaviorally based safety, this event is well worth attending.  In addition to the fine 
presentations Terry has planned, you can also enjoy a tour of Niagara Falls.  If your touring repertoire is a bit more restricted, I suspect 
the Anchor Bar in Buffalo will be serving up mass quantities of their famous wings as well.  
 
You have been very generous with me as I learn the nuances of my position.  Our annual meeting this year was a big success in many 
ways.  At your suggestion we made it cheaper, shorter, accessible online, and still managed to have enough time to gather with old 
friends and make some new ones.  Thanks to donations of space by Aubrey Daniels, donations of tech support from the University of 
West Florida, and fine talks by Jay Moore and Tristan Smith, we were able to pull this off and cover all of the center’s costs.  I continue 
to be impressed by the number of talented people who support our center and its mission.  The conferences mentioned above are an 
important vehicle for meeting our mission of getting our science out to the public.  However, there are many others.  There is a list of ten 
ways you can help in this edition of The Current Repertoire.  If you have other ideas or would like to participate more fully, contact 
me through holdsambeck@behavior.org.  

Respectfully submitted,

Rob Holdsambeck, EdD, LCP, BCBA-D
Executive Director
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