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Exceptional Student Group Lends Many Hands to CCBS

Julie Workman, MS, BCBA provides family advocacy program services in a grassroots nonprofit. She has been building her 
Applied Behavior Analysis skills since she studied with Dr. Jon Bailey at Florida State University, earning her BS with Honors in 
Psychology in 1998. Additional degree work includes an MS in Applied Psychology from Clemson University, and postgraduate 
coursework with the University of West Florida. Julie recently received her Board Certified Behavior Analyst designation in September 
of 2013. Her research interests include the impact of intergenerational poverty on behavior, increasing physical activity for youth at risk 
of negative health outcomes, and organizational behavior management.

Alexandra (Sasha) Protopopova, MS, CPDT-KA 
is an applied animal behavior scientist focusing on the welfare 
of shelter animals and investigating canine clinical behavioral 
disorders. Sasha’s research has been presented in numerous 
scientific conferences, such as the American Veterinary Society 

of Animal Behavior and the Association of Professional Dog Trainers. Sasha was recognized for her research contributions by the Morris 
Animal Foundation Veterinary Scholar Award and is currently working under a grant from the American Kennel Club to research return 
rates of shelter dogs. Sasha holds two Bachelor of Science degrees in Veterinary and Animal Sciences and Neuroscience from UMass 
Amherst, a Master of Science degree in Behavior Analysis, and is working toward her PhD in Behavior Analysis at the University 
of Florida. Sasha spends her day conducting behavioral research, teaching undergraduate classes in Behavior Analysis, mentoring 
veterinary students in behavioral research methods, and cuddling with her adopted bull terrier named Sonya.

Apral Foreman, BA, is currently working towards a 
PhD in Behavior Analysis from West Virginia University. She 
earned her bachelor’s degree in Psychology at the University 
of Mississippi in 2012. Apral’s research interests focus on 
the assessment and treatment of challenging behavior, with 
particular emphasis on the role of transitions in evoking 
challenging behavior. Additionally, she recently completed 
a project investigating child engagement and challenging 
behavior during transitions between classroom activities. She 
is also developing research projects to evaluate behavior-
environment relations within the classroom context using 
descriptive analyses and to evaluate treatment integrity 
during timeout procedures.  Apral is ultimately interested in 
understanding more about the processes governing complex 
human behaviors and hopes to use this understanding to better 
the lives of individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities.     

Mary Sawyer, MA, BCBA is a graduate teaching associate working toward her PhD in Special Education/Applied Behavior 
Analysis at The Ohio State University. Mary holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education, two Master of Arts degrees 
in Special Education and Applied Behavior Analysis, and a graduate certificate in Positive Behavior Support (PBS) from the University 
of South Florida. Her research interests include parent and teacher training, treatment integrity, and evidence based education. Mary 
was awarded a research grant from the Wing Institute for the current 2013-2014 school year, and she is using the funding to conduct 
research on utilizing behavioral skills training and instructional coaching to improve new teachers’ treatment fidelity with evidence 
based practices. Mary enjoys teaching undergraduates and supervising student teachers in the special education program, serving as a 
student representative for ABAI, and co-advising OSU’s Student Council for Exceptional Children.     

Our Exceptional Student Group members attending our 2013 Annual 
Meeting of the Trustees at the headquarters of Aubrey Daniels 
International. LR: Apral Foreman, Alexandra (Sasha)Protopopova, 
Julie Workman and Mary Sawyer.

Our Exceptional Student Group formed in May 2013 has been busy helping the Center.  Four of the group attended the 2013 Annual 
Meeting of the Trustees, providing much needed support, recording and formalizing the minutes. (See photo and bios in order of their 
positions in the photograph below.)  Some are using their social media skills helping with marketing, and others are organizing web 
improvement projects, cleaning our databases, testing new technology, assisting our Executive Director on various projects and writing 
articles for us (See Progress and Positivity by Ken Killingsworth, MA on behavior.org). Only a few of our dedicated volunteers are 
spotlighted  here.

Introducing Apral Foreman, Alexandra (Sasha) Protopopova, Julie Workman, Mary 
Sawyer (in order of photo below), Amanda Laprime and Erin Paulsen
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Amanda Laprime, PhD has been working with children and adults diagnosed with autism since 1998. 
She earned her Master’s degree in Applied Behavior Analysis from Northeastern University while working at 
the New England Center for Children and The May Institute. Her graduate thesis was under Dr. Gary Pace. 
She received her PhD in Applied Behavior Analysis from Simmons College under Dr. Judah Axe, Dr. Ron 
Allen, and Dr. Russ Maguire. Amanda is interested in best practices for teaching children with autism spectrum 
disorders and reducing disruptive behaviors. Her research focuses on the best methods and conceptual analyses 
for approaching these challenges, specifically related to the application and principles of Verbal Behavior 
with an emphasis on motivative variables, complex repertoires (such as problem solving), transfer of stimulus 
control procedures, and joint control. She currently serves as the Clinical Director at an agency that provides 
home and school consultation to individuals with autism spectrum disorders and other behavioral disorders and 
is a part-time lecturer at Northeastern University in the department of psychology. Amanda is a published researcher in a peer-reviewed 
journal, and has given numerous presentations at regional and national conferences. In addition to being a member of the Cambridge 
Center for Behavioral Studies Exceptional Student Group, she has served as a guest reviewer for Behavior Analysis and Practice and 
the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis. Amanda is extremely passionate about teaching at the undergraduate and graduate levels 
and disseminating behavior analysis to individuals outside of the behavior analytic community. As part if her work as a member of the 
CCBS student group, Amanda has acted as the assistant to Rob Holdsambeck, the historian, and has worked on organization of the ethics 
conference.

Erin Paulsen is a second year Applied Behavior Analysis graduate student at California State University, 
Fresno. Erin is currently a student working on her thesis, which aims to teach deictic relational responding to 
children with Autism with a fluency criterion to see its effect on generalization. She is also a case coordinator 
for Fresno State Behavior Intervention Services (FS-BIS), the Fresno State ABA Club president, as well as 
a member of the Center’s Exceptional Student Group (ESG). Previously Erin has been a Teacher’s Assistant 
and won a Faculty Sponsored Student Research Award. Erin is also scheduled to present a paper at the 32nd 
Annual Western Regional Conference. Within the ESG, Erin is a member of the Green Group, and has helped 
to develop a survey aimed to increase public posting of ABA sustainability research on the ABA Green website. 
Erin and Daryl Stewart (meet Daryl in next newsletter issue, Spring 2014)have been contributing to the CCBS 
website review by working on identifying and addressing issue with the Green Help Center. Erin has also 
assisted the Autism Group by reviewing informational videos, and marketing for the upcoming West Coast Confernce on Autism. 
Additionally, Erin has been working with Dr. Holdsambeck on a secret project for the conference. Erin has also assisted as a beta tester 
for the web broadcast of the 2013 Annual Meeting of the Trustees. Erin will be graduating in 2014, and hopes to continue to work with 
the CCBS and within the greater ABA community.


