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Dr. José Martínez-Díaz, BCBA-D, is founder, professor, and head of the School of Behavior Analysis at the 
Florida Institute of Technology (FIT). José also serves as associate dean of FIT’s College of Psychology and 
Liberal Arts. Jose is the founder and owner of a private company, ABA Technologies, Inc., established in 1997, and 
specializing in instructional design and instruction. ABA Tech has disseminated behavior analysis to thousands 
of people, worldwide, through its Florida Tech’s ABA Online graduate-level courses and continuing education 
offerings.  José is also an adjunct professor at Penn State’s Department of Special Education and at the University 
of Salerno’s School of Medicine.

José served as the Behavior Analyst Certification Board’s (BACB) liaison to the Association of Professional 
Behavior Analysts (APBA) and as a member of APBA’s Board of Directors from March 2011 through August 

2017. He was an officer and board member of the BACB from 2004-2011. He is a past president of the Florida Association of Behavior 
Analysis and received its Charles H. Cox Award for Outstanding Service and Advancement of Behavior Analysis in Florida in 2005.

The 2018 APBA Awards Committee and Board of Directors have selected José from 8 nominees to receive the 2018 APBA Jerry Shook 
Award in April 2018.  This award honors Jerry’s legacy by recognizing individuals who have made concrete, notable contributions to 
enhancing the value of sound professional credentials in the practice of ABA.

José earned his Ph.D. in clinical psychology, with an emphasis in behavior analysis and therapy, from West Virginia University. His 
latest publication can be found in the Spring 2016 issue of The Behavior Analyst. He and two colleagues have completed revision of 
their ethics chapter for the upcoming third edition of Cooper, Heron & Heward’s Applied Behavior Analysis to be published within the 
next year. His principal areas of interest are practitioner training, professional and ethical issues, instructional design and technology, 
organizational behavior management, and the conceptual analysis of behavior.
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Robert Pennington, PhD, BCBA-D  
Robert Pennington PhD BCBA-D is an Associate professor in Special Education and the Snyder Distinguished 
Professor at the University of North Carolina-Charlotte. He has over 25 years of experience working with 
individuals with disabilities, their families and teachers. He graduated from the University of Kentucky in 2010 
and has had accepted for publication over 45 peer-reviewed articles and book chapters related to facilitating 
behavior change in persons with ASD and intellectual disability and the people that work with them. Robert is 
passionate about the dissemination of behavior analytic practice and has provided nearly 300 refereed and invited 
international, national and regional presentations to stakeholders. He sits on numerous advisory and editorial review 
boards and often consults often with schools and families. His most recent research interests involves the use of 
technology to build communication repertoires, specifically written expression, in students with ASD and ID.
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Emily Callahan, PhD, BCBA-D
Dr. Emily Callahan is the Executive Director of the Council of Autism Service Providers (CASP). She received 
her Ph.D. in clinical psychology from the State University of New York (SUNY) at Binghamton and is a Board 
Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA-D) licensed in Virginia. Prior to joining CASP, Dr. Callahan was the Director 
of Outpatient Behavioral Services at the Virginia Institute of Autism (VIA). At VIA, she oversaw the expansion 
of outpatient services and supervised a team of clinical staff providing in-home, clinic, and community-based 
services.

Prior to her work at VIA, Dr. Callahan served as the Coordinator of Development, Research and Training for 
the Institute for Child Development (ICD) at SUNY Binghamton. In her role at the ICD, she was responsible for 
the development and management of a number of grants focused on the evaluation and improvement of services 

for individuals with disabilities in New York State. At SUNY Binghamton she was also an adjunct assistant professor and was heavily 
involved in the teaching and supervision of undergraduates working towards their degrees in applied behavior analysis.

She has presented research related to applied behavior analysis and autism at numerous local, national and international conferences 
and meetings. She has been published in peer-reviewed journals and books and has been the Co-Principle Investigator on numerous 
grants focused on improving the lives of those diagnosed with autism. She is a member of the Media Watch Review Committee for the 
Association for Science in Autism Treatment, is the Conference Co-Chair for the Virginia Association for Behavior Analysis (VABA), 
a member of the Public Policy Committee for VABA, and is the past Co-President for the Developmental Disabilities Special Interest 
Group of the Association for Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies.

Advisors

Thomas R. Freeman, MS, BCBA
Thomas Freeman, MS, BCBA began working in behavior analysis in 1979 at the Fernald State School, a large 
state residential institution in Massachusetts.  He moved to Florida in 1995, earning a Masters of Science in 
Applied Behavior Analysis in 2000 at the Florida Institute of Technology, and became a BCBA in 2001. In 2016 
he was licensed as a behavior analyst in the State of New York, and in 2017 was licensed in Massachusetts. In 
addition to nearly 4 decades of experience in applied behavior analysis, he has extensive experience in wild 
animal behavior research (North Pacific Humpback Whales and Hawaiian Spinner Dolphins), primarily through 
the University of Hawaii Kewalo Basin Marine Mammal Laboratory.  Currently, he is the Senior Vice-President 
for Research and Dissemination at ABA Technologies, Inc., where he creates instructional content for, and acts as 
managing editor for all tests and assessments in courses for the online program in behavior analysis at FIT. Prior to 

his current position, he served for 10 years as a District Behavior Analyst for the State of Florida’s Agency for Persons with Disabilities, 
with responsibility for the oversight of all behavioral services across two counties.  Tom has produced a variety of presentations and 
publications, including co-authorship of a chapter on “Grief and Developmental Disabilities: Considerations for Disenfranchised 
Populations” in Social Justice in Loss and Grief, (2016), Harris and Bordere (eds.), and the chapter, “Ethical Considerations for Applied 
Behavior Analysis” in Applied Behavior Analysis, 2nd Edition (2007), Cooper, Heron & Heward (eds.), with publication of a revised 
3rd edition pending.

Adam Hockman
Adam Hockman is a research associate with the Mechner Foundation in New York City. Alongside Dr. Francis 
Mechner and his colleagues, Adam assists in developing educational technologies and implementing behavior 
analytic practices in a private school setting.

Adam is also actively engaged with applying behavior analytic instructional design and precision measurement 
to the advancement of health professional education and clinical interventions. He consults with professionals to 
introduce and integrate Precision Teaching into their clinical practice, including speech-language pathology and 
medicine. As a result of his diverse training and professional experiences with leaders and top organizations in 
the fields of learning science and education, Adam’s passion is to apply behavior science to novel fields, such as 
medical education and music.

Adam is a member of ONtraCk, a newly formed team of clinicians and technologists who are developing an educational platform for 
pediatric cancer patients. Team ONtraCk was formed at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mt. Sinai’s annual health hackathon (Oct. 2017) 
and was one of the top finishers. In addition, Adam is co-founder of Mifa Music Training, a precision teaching-based music learning 
organization in NYC, and currently serves on the executive committee of the Standard Celeration Society. He received his undergraduate 
training in communication sciences and disorders from Utah State University and he plans to pursue a PhD in clinical research in order 
to bring behavior science to medical education and clinical implementation practices.
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Eric Larsson, PhD, LP, BCBA-D
Dr. Larsson is the Executive Director of Clinical Services at the Lovaas Institute Midwest, where he implements 
and researches the renowned program of intensive early intervention services with families of children who suffer 
from autism. He is a Licensed Psychologist and Board Certified Behavior Analyst. He is on the Clinical Faculty 
in the Psychology Department at the University of Minnesota and has an adjunct appointment in the Department 
of Applied Behavioral Science at the University of Kansas, where he has supervised three successful doctoral 
dissertations. He is currently a board member of the Behavior Analyst Certification Board, and the Association for 
Science in Autism Treatment. He served as Associate Research Director of the NIMH Multi-site Replication Study 
of the UCLA Young Autism Project. In 2013 he received the Provider of the Year Award from Autism Speaks in 
Washington, DC, and the Leadership Award from the California Association for Behavior Analysis (CalABA), in 
Anaheim, CA.

Emaley McCulloch MEd, BCBA
Emaley directs the Relias Institute research team across all health-related industries and oversees the research 
roadmap. She facilitates collaboration across Relias’ departments and with research partners. Emaley is a Board 
Certified Behavior Analyst and Behavioral Scientist with over 20 years of clinical experience. In past roles, 
Emaley co-founded Autism Training Solutions, LLC, where she developed online training content for the autism 
industry. She conducted research studies on the outcomes of these educational products and has published and 
presented these studies at industry conferences. Emaley’s passion is eLearning, behavior change, dissemination 
of evidence-based interventions, research, film and videography, and using technology in the field of behavior 
analysis and special education.

Leslie Morrison, PhD, BCBA-D
Dr. Leslie Morrison is currently the Chair for the Dept. of Applied Behavior Analysis at The Chicago School of 
Professional Psychology’s Southern California campuses and has been in that role since 2013. She received her 
master’s degree in Human Development (Behavior Analysis) from University of Kansas and doctoral degree in 
Behavior Analysis at Simmons College, and became board certified as a BCBA® in 2000. She has been in the field 
of applied behavior analysis for over 20 years, working with individuals with ASD, developmental disabilities, 
brain injury, and mental health disorders. Dr. Morrison has held positions as Autism Clinical Specialist for Regional 
Center of Orange County and Director of Clinical Services for a behavioral services agency. She has also taught 
and developed courses in behavior analysis at Northern Arizona University, Arizona State University, University 
of Massachusetts Medical School (Eunice Kennedy Shriver Center), Simmons College, and The Chicago School 

of Professional Psychology. Areas of research interests include analysis of verbal behavior, service provision in applied settings, parent 
and family education, staff training, and organizational behavior management.

Kendra Newsome, PhD, BCBA-D
Dr. Kendra Newsome earned her PhD in 2010 from the University of Nevada, Reno.  She is a Board Certified 
Behavior Analyst (BCBA-D) and a Licensed Behavior Analyst in the state of Nevada. She has served as the 
President for the Nevada Association for Behavior Analysis and Past-President of the Standard Celeration Society. 
Dr. Newsome is a Founding Director of Fit Learning™ - a Precision Teaching Learning Laboratory that has served 
thousands of families since 2004. Dr. Newsome is a regular contributor to scientific and professional communities 
on learning science and evidence-based instruction. She and her colleagues have pursued inquiries into the role of 
language and relational flexibility in the establishment of complex academic repertoires. Her research initiatives 
and peer-reviewed publications include applications of Relational Frame Theory to education, the incorporation 
of Precision Teaching into Response to Intervention frameworks, and contextual analyses in clinical settings 

through the use of  the Standard Celeration Chart. Dr. Newsome has given numerous invited presentations and lectures on science-based 
approaches to education and serves as a consultant to individuals practicing Precision Teaching in the academic domain. Her professional 
actions are guided by the commitment to transform educational practices in the world so that all students have the opportunity to develop 
the kinds of skills and expertise that will allow them to make a difference in their communities and beyond.
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Sorah Stein, MA, BCBA, CSE 
Sorah Stein, MA, BCBA, CSE is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst and an AASECT Certified Sexuality 
Educator. She earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Queens College, CUNY. Sorah has 20+ years of 
professional experience in the field of intellectual and developmental disabilities, and is one of the very few dually 
certified BCBA and CSE in the world, focusing on her efforts on providing sexuality education to individuals with 
developmental disabilities via behavior analytic methods. In 2010, she founded Partnership for Behavior Change, 
which provides behavior analytic services and consultant to people with autism and developmental disabilities 
and incorporates precision teaching for center-based services. Sorah has been an associate faculty member for 
nine years at Indiana University South Bend, teaching courses in Applied Behavior Analysis. She is also a doctoral 
student at Queen’s University Belfast with her doctoral thesis titled, Methods of Effective Sexuality Education to 
Promote Appropriate Social Behaviour for People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. 

Donny Newsome, PhD, BCBA-D
Dr. Newsome earned his bachelor’s degree from the University of Mississippi and his Doctorate in Psychology 
from the University of Nevada, Reno.  He is a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA-D) and Founding Director 
of Fit Learning™, where he has developed a growing network of affiliated learning laboratories.  Dr. Newsome is 
currently serving as Past-President of the Standard Celeration Society (SCS) and President of Empower Youth, a 
non-profit for underserved student populations. His research and service initiatives have focused on educational 
technologies and organizational behavior across various business sectors including public utilities, universities, 
school districts, Fortune 100 companies, and community service providers.  The overarching value guiding Dr. 
Newsome’s work is contributing to the transformation of human well being through the science of teaching and 
learning.

Ashley Williams, MS, BCBA, is a doctoral student in her third year at Simmons College, currently working 
on her dissertation under Dr. Gretchen Dittrich. She has been working in the field of ABA since 2007, earning 
her Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Loyola University Maryland while working as a Clinical Assistant at 
Kennedy Krieger Institute. She then moved to Boston to attend Simmons College, where she received her Master’s 
degree in Behavior Analysis. In addition to her role as a doctoral student, Ashley currently serves as the Program 
Director at ABACS, in Woburn, MA, where she supervises clinical services and operations for the agency’s home- 
and clinic-based services. Ashley also works as a part-time lecturer at Northeastern University, teaching Behavior 
Therapies, Assessment, and a Senior Seminar in ABA. Ashley has provided several presentations at local and 
national conferences in applied research using functional analyses and complex treatment packages to reduce 

severe problem behavior. Ashley was nominated for the Student Group by Dr. Judah Axe, Associate Professor at Simmons College.

Ashley Williams, MS, BCBA


