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What	  is	  culture?	  

•  Culture is the characteristics of a 
particular group of people, defined by 
everything from language, religion, 
cuisine, social habits, music and arts. 

•  Anthropologist Edward B. Tylor in his book, 
Primitive Culture, published in 1871, said that 
culture is "that complex whole which includes 
knowledge, belief, art, law, morals, custom, and 
any other capabilities and habits acquired by man 
as a member of society." 
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Two	  types	  of	  culture	  	  
to	  consider	  today 

National, ethnic group 
•  National differences 
•  People from one country/ethnic group living in 

another country/ethnic group 

Cultural groups within a society 
•  Public vs. Private vs. Government providers 
•  Secular vs. religious/spiritual perspective 
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How	  ethnicity	  may	  	  
influence	  ‘func4onal’ 

•  Within the Pyramid Approach we begin 
with an emphasis on functional activities 
and materials in anticipation of greater 
involvement in life’s activities and 
responsibilities 

•  One family from India living in 
Delaware…. 
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Can	  States/public	  schools	  be	  
viewed	  as	  a	  ‘culture’? 

Delaware’s history developing 
‘Behavior Management Guidelines’ 
•  Proposed to legislate banning ALL 

‘aversive procedures’ and provide 
written details within state code 

•  Would list each and every 
procedure….But no definition of what 
constituted a ‘behavior management plan’ 
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What	  is	  the	  goal?	  

•  Is the goal the ‘removal of all 
aversive procedures’? 

•  Is this to be defined as ‘removal of 
any procedure that causes pain’? 
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What	  do	  other	  professional	  cultures	  
do	  with	  similar	  issues?	  

•  Knives are potentially very harmful- 
even lethal 

•  We do NOT legislate for their removal 
from society 

•   Rather we legislate the training 
and review of those trained to use 
such instruments (physicians, 
surgeons, dentists..) 
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What	  is	  the	  proper	  comparison?	  

•  NOT 
 Use a knife VS. Don’t use a knife 

•  Rather 
 Use a knife with these outcomes 
 VS.  
 Don’t use a knife with these 
 outcomes 
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What	  was	  done	  in	  Delaware?	  

•  “Behavior Management 
Procedure” means any procedure 
used to modify the rate or form of a 
target behavior. 

•  Can non-aversive procedures be 
unethical? 
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What	  are	  Behavior	  	  
Management	  Targets?	  

•  “Behavior Management Target” means any 
child's behavior that either causes or is likely to 
cause (a) injury to the child (e.g., self abuse),  

•  (b) injury to another person (e.g., aggression), 
(c) damage to property,  

•  (d) a significant reduction in the child's actual or 
anticipated rate of learning (e.g., self stimulation, 
noncompliance, etc.) or  

•  (e) a significant reduction in the societal 
acceptability of a child (e.g., public masturbation, 
public disrobing, etc.). 
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General	  Guidelines	  
•  “Accepted Clinical Practice” means any 

behavior management procedure or treatment, 
the effectiveness of which has received clear 
empirical support as documented by publication 
in peer reviewed journals or similar professional 
literature. 

•  “Ethical Use” means the application of a 
procedure in a manner that is consistent with 
current community values and protects all of a 
child's rights. 
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Joint	  PRC	  and	  HRC	  responsibili4es	  

•  Issue a written statement indicating which 
behavior management procedure(s) shall 
be recommended for use: 

•  A) Without further PRC and HRC review during 
the year approved; 

•  B) Without a case by case PRC and HRC review 
but with after the fact review time lines to be 
established by the PRC; or 

•  C) Only with prior case by case PRC and HRC 
before the fact review 
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Amish	  families	  in	  Delaware	  

•  Very reluctant to send to a public 
school because they see support of 
the government as support of war… 

•  The Elders interviewed me…not the 
parents 

•  When they found out I am Jewish… 
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Korean	  perspec4ve	  on	  diagnosis 
•  In several cases, children identified as autistic 

had already been found to have "reactive 
attachment disorder," a condition that 
resembles autism in that children struggle with 
social interactions. 

•  It inflicted enormous guilt on mothers. But in 
Korea, it is more palatable than the possibility 
that the condition was inherited. 

•  "They don't want to see it as genetic, because it's 
damaging to the family" Instead, "the mother can 
take the bullet and say, 'I failed with this child.' " 
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A	  Chinese	  perspec4ve..	  

•   Uncle X is simply reborn- why try 
to change anything? 

•   Train Amah before the parents…. 
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From	  views	  from	  the	  UK	  

“We don’t like to label children….” 
•   But then you don’t have to 

provide services…. 
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Are	  there	  no	  4me-‐machines?	  
Visit	  France…	  

Psychoanalysts still rule… 
•  Court ordered a banning of video showing ABA 

and PECS helping children while direct interviews 
with leading Psychoanalysts showed very bizarre 
interpretations- but they are now protected by 
courts! 

•  Also, when shown videos of children responding 
well to intervention- a common reaction was 
“These are not French children…” 
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While	  in	  Peru…	  
•  Liliana Mayo (with help from Judy LaBlanc) 

started the Anne Sullivan Program in Lima, Peru- 
very very poor city in very poor country 

•  Goal teach functional skills that can be taught 
and maintained by parents 

•  Only continue with active parents- test the parent 
skills! 

•  Visit to one parent’s home and 6 year child going 
shopping with PECS  

•  Do we expect children to move out? Not really! 

Copyright, 2013, Pyramid Educational 
Consultants, Inc. 18 



Pictorial	  perspec4ves	  on	  life	  in	  Lima	  
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In	  Japan	  	  	  
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Can	  discomfort	  be	  used	  ethically	  
and	  educa4onally? 

Consider the problem of teaching children to 
report about their own pain- 
    Comment or tact about a private event 
•   How is this acquired? 
Skinner’s analysis 
•   1) Someone tells the child what he/she 

is feeling 
•   2) the child responds echoicly and then 

generalizes 

Copyright, 2013, Pyramid Educational 
Consultants, Inc. 21 



General	  observa4ons	  

•  All children first learn to tact public 
events before private events 

•  Typical children do NOT first learn 
about the emotions/feelings of others 
and then themselves 
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How	  can	  we	  	  
teach	  such	  tacts?	  

•  If children are to learn to report 
about their pain they must be 
experiencing it at the moment 

So we can teach either through 
•   1) Captures- take advantage of a 

‘natural’ opportunity 
•   2) Create- make the opportunity 

arise…cause pain intentionally 
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Obviously	  this	  is	  fraught	  with	  
ethical	  concerns	  

•  Peer Review and Human Rights 
Committee Review- NOT 

 individual review 
  

•  Of course parental involvement is a 
necessity 

•  LEA involvement 
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What	  is	  the	  proper	  comparison?	  

•  NOT pain vs. no pain 

Pain plus lesson outcome  
VS.  

No Pain but skill development through 
chance alone 

 

Copyright, 2013, Pyramid Educational 
Consultants, Inc. 25 



Reac4on?	  

•  Strong protest by 4 SLPs 

•  Over 98% support over 
presentations in a dozen cities 

•  Reaction in Romania…. 
– Strong support from a Roman Catholic 

Priest.. 
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