
Behavior Side Story at ABAI 2012 Convention 
A note from Charlie Catania 

 
 

Dear Colleagues: 
 
I'm writing on behalf of Phil Hineline, Margaret Martinetti, and other cast members of Behavior Side Story, 
as well as myself as lyricist.  We have been planning an expanded production for the 2012 ABAI meeting. 
 You may be familiar with Behavior Side Story from presentations of selected musical numbers and more 
extended versions at the ABA Follies and at SEAB and Cambridge Center events.  With lyrics set to the 
music of Bernstein's West Side Story, this is a show in which a student on the cognitive side, Tony, who 
has been persuaded to move to the behavior side by a new-found colleague, Maria, must now help 
defend the behavior analytic position against cognitive opposition.  For those unfamiliar with our show, I 
will only point out here that the rhythms of the name Maria very nicely match the rhythms of the 
word behavior. 
 
For some time we have been asked to present a more finished version.  Once we learned that most key 
members of the cast plus some new ones could be together for the first time in many years at the 2012 
ABAI Seattle meeting, we arranged to meet one afternoon during ABAI in Denver for preliminary work on 
the expanded production, and after that meeting Phil Hineline and I proposed Behavior Side Story to 
Maria Malott and the program committee.     
 
Maria Malott has informed us that an adequate room can be provided for a performance from 6:30 to 8 
pm on the Friday of the 2012 ABAI meeting, but that this arrangement will not include funding for a sound 
system. 
 
We now feel that it would be inappropriate to make a commitment to this project without some assurance 
that attendance at the performance will be sufficiently large to justify the effort and expense that would 
have to be devoted to it.  Thus, if you would like to see Behavior Side Story performed at ABAI 2012, we 
would very much appreciate your feedback and your prompt action: 
 
First: Let Maria Malott and Ramona Houmanfar know whether you would like to see a performance 
of Behavior Side Story at ABAI 2012.  Please email both of them, with a /cc to me: 
 
 Maria Malott: mmalott@abainternational.org 

Ramona Houmanfar: ramonah@unr.edu 
A. Charles Catania:  catania@umbc.edu 

 
Second: If you know of colleagues who might also be interested and might like to provide input, 
please forward this message to them. 
 
Third (optional): If you would like to make a pledge in support of the expenses of the production, 
please include the amount of your pledge in your message.  We hope to set up arrangements so 
contributions can be made directly to ABAI, but we must defer any action on pledges until we 
know enough to make a decision about whether to proceed with the production. 
 
If you’re on Facebook, you could also Friend Behavior Side Story. We hope we will hear from you soon, 
because we need to make our decision by mid-October, in time enough to know whether an 
announcement for the production should appear in the ABAI Program Book.  Phil Hineline and the rest of 
the cast and I look forward to hearing from you.  We hope we will have your support. 
 
Charlie 
 
P.S.  Our apologies if you receive multiple copies of this message.  We wanted to be sure to distribute it 
broadly and therefore may have sent out some duplicates. 
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